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G lobal One is a UK-based 
Muslim women-led international 

development NGO created in 2013 
under the leadership of Dr Husna 
Ahmad OBE. Our approach is unique 
– we use faith and culture as tools for 
increasing knowledge and promoting 
positive behavioural change in  
communities. We also partner locally 
to create sustainable development 
solutions in Global Health, Agriculture, 
Livelihoods and Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH).

We believe the answer to global 
inequality lies in leadership from all 
sections of society, including women. 
We are proud to have a majority 
female board and actively train and 
support women leaders of the future, 
through our projects, consultancy 
services and within the organisation.

Since our establishment, we have 
created and delivered innovative and 
sustainable projects in Kenya, Nigeria, 
Ghana, Somaliland, Bangladesh, 
Indonesia, Pakistan, Nepal, Lebanon, 
Syria and the UK. 

ABOUT US
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PEOPLE-CENTRED: 
Putting people and their 
needs at the heart of 
everything we do

CLIMATE CHANGE 
MITIGATION AND 
ADAPTATION: 
Developing projects that 
prioritise people and planet
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MUSLIM WOMEN-LED: 
Empowering Muslim women 
to take leadership positions 
in their communities

CAPACITY-BUILDING 
STAKEHOLDERS: 
Providing people with the 
knowledge and skills to 
manage their own futures

SUSTAINABLE: 
Ensuring long-lasting 
change

INFLUENCING POLICY: 
Turning ideas and theories 
into action



FOUR 
THEMATIC 
AREAS

1 
HUMANITY

GLOBAL HEALTH  AGRICULTURE

LIVELIHOODS 



1 
HUMANITY

37 PROJECTS IN 
THREE REGIONS
Asia
Africa 
Middle East

AGRICULTURE

WASH (WATER, 
SANITATION AND HYGIENE)



Every day, 
approximately 830 
women die from causes 
related to pregnancy 
and childbirth, 

99% of 
whom are from developing 
countries1

Children in developing 
countries are 

ten times more 
likely to die 
before the age of five than 
children in developed countries2

60% of maternal deaths and 

53% of deaths among 
newborns and children under 
five are in areas of conflict and 
displacement3

Polio still remains endemic 
in two countries: Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, and in 2016 

alone, there have been 14 
reported cases 
of wild polio virus type 1 (WPV1) 
in Pakistan4

GLOBAL HEALTH
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W e work with the most marginalised 
and impoverished communities 

in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, 
to improve medical capacity and 
generate awareness on community 
health issues.

Improving community health remains 
one of our key priorities. Through our 
faith-based approach and strong local 
partnerships, we create sustainable 
and environmentally responsible 
projects that advocate for increased 
access, supply and demand for 
community health care.

We contribute to this by:

• Building the capacity of medical 
facilities 

• Providing technical support to 
local health workers 

• Increasing awareness on health 
issues and generating knowledge 
within local communities 

1. WHO, 2015
2. WHO, 2011
3. UNICEF, 2016
4. Polio Eradication, 2016



CASE STUDY AND IMPACT  

A s part of our maternal health 
project in Adamawa State, 

Nigeria, we renovated a primary 
healthcare facility that employed 
trained medical staff and 
encouraged local faith leaders 
to advocate for mother and child 
health and improve the use of 
health facilities. This has resulted in: 

• An 89% increase in antenatal 
care visits 

• 0 deaths as a result of 
complications during pregnancy 
and at birth 

• Establishment of a 
specialised 
delivery ward 

• Increased access to 
WASH facilities  

• 14,000 community members 
engaging in maternal and child 
healthcare

The Prophet Muhammad said, 
may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him: 
“Your Heaven lies under the feet of your mother.” 
(Ahmad, Nasai) 



UK DIASPORA ENGAGEMENT 
WITH POLIO ERADICATION 
IN PAKISTAN 

D espite worldwide efforts to 
eradicate polio in Pakistan, it 

is one of the last few countries 
in the world where the disease 
is still active. A major barrier to 
the eradication of this highly 
contagious and crippling disease 
has been a lack of Muslim and 
diaspora engagement on the issue.
 
In response to this, Global One has 
initiated a Muslim-led initiative to 
eradicate polio from the lives of 
children in Pakistan. 

Recognising the essential role of 
diaspora and Muslim communities, 
Global One is activating change-
makers and influencers with 
potential for advocacy in the 
UK. Advocacy efforts will tackle 
misconceptions relating to polio 
vaccines, empowered by a clear 
Islamic understanding, enabling 
activists and faith leaders to 
promote eradication efforts among 
peers in Pakistan.  

Alongside this, women 
ambassadors are highlighting the 
crucial role of Pakistani women in 

polio eradication efforts to inspire 
and mobilise more women to take 
action to protect their children’s 
futures.  

Finally, the project engages other 
Diaspora and Muslim NGOs in the 
UK to work on polio eradication 
with local counterparts in Pakistan, 
recognising the vast need for 
services beyond immunisation to 
achieve this ambitious goal. This 
includes strengthening community 
health systems in the areas of 
WASH, maternal and child health, 
nutrition, and routine immunisation 
in hard to reach and high priority 
areas in Pakistan.
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 
GLOBAL HEALTH 
WORK



SALAMATU, A MOTHER OF SIX CHILDREN, 
WITH THREE HOME BIRTHS AND THREE 
HOSPITAL DELIVERIES, SHARES HER MOST 
RECENT EXPERIENCE GIVING BIRTH AT 
OUR FACILITY IN NIGERIA:

“I HAD NO COMPLICATIONS WITH THE 
HOSPITAL BIRTH, AND MY RECOVERY 
WAS FASTER IN THE HOSPITAL THAN AT 
HOME. DURING MY HOME DELIVERY, I 
COULDN’T WALK OR EVEN STAND, AS I WAS 
EXTREMELY WEAK AND DIZZY. BUT AFTER 
MY HOSPITAL DELIVERY, I FELT STRONG 
ENOUGH TO GET UP ALMOST IMMEDIATELY!

MOTHER OF TWO, UMMI, ALSO RELATES 
HER POSITIVE EXPERIENCE OF GIVING 
BIRTH AT THE HOSPITAL FACILITY IN 
CONTRAST TO THE PROBLEMS SHE 
SUFFERED GIVING BIRTH AT HOME:

“WHEN I GAVE BIRTH AT HOME, I 
EXPERIENCED SEVERE HEADACHES 
AND EXCESSIVE BLEEDING, BUT WHEN 
I GAVE BIRTH AT THE CLINIC, I DIDN’T 
EXPERIENCE ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS. 
I HAVE TOLD MY FRIENDS TO CHOOSE THE 
ANTE-NATAL CLINIC INSTEAD OF OPTING 
FOR HOME BIRTHS AT IT IS SAFER. MY 
BABY WASN’T WELL-POSITIONED AND 
THE NURSES REPOSITIONED MY BABY 
WITHOUT ANY COMPLICATIONS.” 

SUPPORTING MATERNAL 
HEALTH IN NIGERIA



Worldwide, 780 million 
people do not have access to 
improved water sources5 

More than 35% of the 
world’s population lack access 
to improved sanitation6

Unsafe drinking water, 
inadequate availability of water 
for hygiene, and lack of access 
to sanitation together contribute 

to about 88% of deaths from 
diarrheal diseases7  

The regions with the lowest 
coverage of improved 
sanitation are sub-Saharan 

Africa (31%), 

Southern Asia (33%) and 

Eastern Asia (65%)8
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WASH

G lobal One works with communities 
to improve local water, sanitation 

and hygiene (WASH) infrastructure 
and awareness. 

We believe that by talking about 
WASH and development within 
cultural and religious understandings, 
communities will champion their 
own WASH solutions and spearhead 
change. Through an environmentally 
sustainable approach and a grass 
roots focus, we encourage holistic 
attitudes towards development that 
put people and planet at the centre. 

We do this by:  

• Working on WASH infrastructure 
and services

• Encouraging faith leaders to 
champion WASH through faith 
teachings

• Creating awareness about the 
impact of WASH on community 
health and development 

5. WHO, 2012
6. US Census Bureau, 2016
7. WHO, 2008
8. WHO/UNICEF, 2012



CASE STUDY AND IMPACT  

O ur Pumping Sunshine project in 
Kano State, Nigeria constructed 

a solar-powered water pump 
that will allow the communities 
around it to benefit from a safe and 
sustainable water source. At the 
same time it introduced a WASH 
campaign that taught communities 
their own water purification 
methods, such as SODIS and Cloth 
filtration.

The project has facilitated:  

• The construction of a 
solar-powered 
water pump 

• Sustainable water purification 
training for 90 women

• 100 children educated on 
handwashing with soap 

• Partnerships with local faith 
leaders to encourage 
WASH practices  

“We made from
water every living thing” 
(Quran 21:30)



70% of the world’s 
impoverished rely on agriculture 
as their main source of income 
and employment9 

Poor nutrition causes 45% 
of deaths in children under five10  

The vast majority of the 
world’s hunger is located in 
developing countries, where 

12.9 % of the population 
is undernourished11 

If women farmers had the same 
access to resources as men, the 
number of starving people in the 
world could be reduced by up to 

150 million12

AGRICULTURE

W e believe that the world’s food 
needs can be met through small-

holder farming, using sustainable 
agriculture methods. Furthermore, 
faith teachings provide the motivation 
and guidance needed to meaningfully 
engage rural communities currently 
disenfranchised from this form of 
livelihood.  

Islamic Farming: A Tool for 
Conservation Agriculture is one 
of Global One’s flagship projects. 
The combination of faith teachings 
and environmental conservation 
techniques have enabled communities 
to improve the nutritional status of their 
families and communities in Africa, 
Asia and the Middle East by: 

• Training farmers, local women, 
and orphan girls in Islamic 
farming and entrepreneurship 

• Encouraging the use of 
sustainable agricultural 
techniques and natural materials 

• Improving community 
understanding of nutrition and 
healthy diets 

• Increasing awareness of water 
conservation, land degradation 
and climate change

9. World Bank, 2015
10. WFP, 2016
11. WFP, 2016
12. WFP, 2016
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CASE STUDY AND IMPACT  

O ur flagship Islamic Farming project 
in Garissa, Kenya used Global 

One´s Islamic Farming Toolkit to train 
20 local farmers and 20 orphan girls 
in sustainable agricultural techniques.  
Through its faith-based approach and 
provision of land, tools and livestock 
the project: 

• Led to a 49% average increase in 
the farmers’ yields  

• The establishment of a student-
led environmental club 
at the orphanage

• Reduced environmental 
degradation and land waste  

• Diversified livelihood 
opportunities and increased 
financial security  

• Improved the nutritional 
status of participants, their 
families and the community 

“The Muslims cultivated the 
best orchards and vegetable 
gardens. They knew how 
to fight insect pests, how 
to use fertilizers, and they 
were experts at grafting 
trees and crossing plants 
to produce new varieties.” 
(Kitab al-Filaha, Book on 
Agriculture)
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In 2015, the World Bank 
projected that just over 

700 million of the world’s 
population were living in 
extreme poverty, defined as 
surviving on US $1.90 per day13 

Livelihoods are a crucial 
component of contemporary 
approaches to international 
development as it affords 
members of the community the 
tools to make a living and the 
chance to escape a life of poverty 

According to estimates from 
the International Labour 
Organisation, in sub-Saharan 

Africa, almost 9% of 
the female labour force is 
unemployed, whereas in South 
Asia, a little more than a 
quarter of the labour force is 
represented by women14

LIVELIHOODS 

A t Global One livelihoods are at 
the core of our work, integrated 

into our other thematic areas to 
deliver development programmes 
that are sustainable.

13. World Bank, 2015
14. World Bank, 2016

Our Programmes include: 

• Training farmers on 
entrepreneurship and marketing, 
and as a result, increasing their crop 
yields and earning potential

• Sponsoring orphans so that 
they can access both a full-time 
education and nutritious food

• Providing women with the skills 
to produce sanitary products for 
themselves and the women in their 
communities, where WASH services 
are lacking



CASE STUDY AND IMPACT  

G lobal One’s Women 
Entrepreneurs project 

trains unemployed women and 
those previously working in 
garment factories, in textiles and 
entrepreneurship so that they can 
start their own businesses. The 
project works with marginalised 
women of Mirpur’s informal 
settlement in Bangladesh’s capital 
city, Dhaka.

• More than 50 women have taken 
part in these training sessions in 
areas such as sewing, textiles, 
business management, and 
computing  

• Women who had been earning an 
income prior to the project launch 
saw an average growth of 15% in 
their earnings 

• Almost two-thirds of the 
beneficiaries plan to open their own 
dressmaking shop once they have 
finished their training 

• A little over a year into the 
training, testimonials of the women 
revealed how the sessions had 
given them a greater sense of self 
confidence, referring to the greater 
respect that they had earned, from 
both their immediate and extended 
family to members of the local 
community 

• 40.5% of the trainees noted 
that this was their first experience 
of interacting and communicating 
with other women to share their 
ideas and experiences, both during 
the training centre and the industry 
field visits

• The success of the project 
was demonstrated by the local 
community replicating Global 
One’s approach. Locals have used 
the modest resources available 
to them, often seeking advice 
from both the trainers and the 
beneficiaries. This demonstrates 
the sustainability of our projects



CONSULTANCY 
T he field of international 

development is constantly evolving 
as the needs of beneficiaries change 
and develop. It can be hard for 
established or large organisations to 
keep pace with this change. It is critical 
that all projects are economically and 
environmentally sustainable, that they 
adopt a holistic, beneficiary-centred 
approach and that they are thoroughly 
monitored and evaluated.  

Global One has gained valuable 
and extensive experience in 
project delivery, fundraising, NGO 
administration and beneficiary and 
funder satisfaction. We believe that 

knowledge should be shared and offer 
customised consultancy services to 
other NGOs and start-ups ranging 
from Monitoring and Evaluation 
Training to Grant Application and 
Comprehensive Start-Up Support. 
 
Our consulting services are tailored 
to each organisation’s context and 
facilitated by a dedicated team 
that accompanies our client every 
step of the way. We work with each 
organisation to understand its aims, 
strategies, expertise, beneficiaries, 
staff and funders in order to deliver 
support and training perfectly 
matched to its needs.

ADVOCACY 
A longside our grassroots 

engagement approach to 
empowering communities, we 
also focus on advocacy and 
policy – merging the link between 
beneficiaries and decision-makers. 
We take our first-hand experience of 
community engagement success to 
other NGOs, networks, international 
organisations and governments to 
influence policy. 

Through our links with these 
organisations, we have been 
able to input into the Sustainable 

Development Goals, The Faith and 
Family Planning Network Group, The 
Global Interfaith WASH Alliance and 
the World Humanitarian Summit, 
among many other platforms. We 
have achieved this through research 
and observations from our work 
on the ground and by presenting 
our findings at international forums 
and events. We believe it is vital for 
impoverished communities to have 
a voice in forums like these, which is 
why advocacy through strong Muslim 
women-led leadership is central to 
our ethos. 
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WORKING 
TOGETHER 
FOR A BETTER 
WORLD
B ecause we believe we are 

stronger when we work together, 
Global One constantly seeks 
opportunities to share our experiences 
with other stakeholders. Here we 
feature a selection of our partners, 
affiliations and publications.  

PARTNERS 

AFFILIATIONS 
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AFFILIATIONS: 
The World Muslim Leadership Forum

Muslim Climate Action

Global Interfaith WASH Alliance

Awqaf in the UK

Faith 2 Action

Faith in Water

Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute

Commonwealth Initiative on Freedom 
of Religion or Belief

BOND

Soetendorp Institute - The Netherlands

World Bank’s Initiative - The Moral 
Imperative

Alliance of Religions and 
Conservation (ARC)
 

PUBLICATIONS: 
Islamic Farming Toolkit 

Islam and Water 

Green Guide to the Hajj 

iWASH Toolkit 

Menstrual Hygiene Management 
and Islam 

Islam and WASH

PUBLICATIONS

AFFILIATIONS 
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LONDON 
4 Gateway Mews 
Bounds Green 
London, N11 2UT
+44 (0) 20 8211 9430

NAIROBI 
Westlands on School 
Groove 
Off School Lane 
Cijana Gardens, B03
Nairobi
P.O. Box 14487-00800 

BANGLADESH
Flat No. 5C
Plot no. 3/1
Block F
Lalmatia
Dhaka 1207



twitter.com/GlobalOne_NGO
instagram.com/globalone_ngo
facebook.com/GlobalOne2015
youtube.com/GlobalOne

info@globalone2015.org
www.globalone.org.uk


